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The Story of a Reading School and a Reading 
Community 

 

Prologue 

Once upon a time in the 

faraway land of Tarbert there was a school, a 
place of great learning – a place where students 
were renowned for their talent and determination. 
They could  speak many languages, sing, paint, 
fashion wood and metal into wonderful shapes, 
and were known across the land for their sporting 
prowess. The Elders of the school recognised their 
students’ great potential and sought out quests and 
challenges to test their strength and 
determination.  



It came to pass that the Elders heard about 
a prestigious award – one that was so rare and 
extraordinary that few schools could hope to 
achieve it. Only the schools that were able to spread 
the gift of reading throughout and beyond their 
boundaries would be considered for the Wellread 
Award.   
 
The elders of the school met to discuss the award. 
They deliberated and decided that within their 
school community heroes could be found who were 
brave enough and strong enough to lead the school 
through one of their most difficult quests yet. The 
Elders assembled these heroes, Juniors and Seniors, 
teachers and parents, and the challenge was 
accepted.  

Chapter One – The Steering 
Committee 



Before they began their perilous quest 
for the Wellread Award, the Knights of the 
Steering Committee  knew that success would 
depend on a plan – a map to help them as they 
undertook the epic journey ahead.  

Chapter Two – The Plan 



Plans 
made, the 
first step on 
the heroes’ 
journey was to 
convince 
others as 
brave as 
themselves to 
join them in 
their quest 

They 
announced 
it to all the 
community of 
Tarbert – at 
staff meetings, 
and parents’ 
evenings, at 
assemblies and 
using the 
newest 
technology  

Chapter Three – Introducing 
Wellread to the Whole School 

Community 



The heroes were wise and knew that 
the youngest readers in the mighty 
Comprehensive were the most enthusiastic and 
should be nurtured,  so as to remain fearless 
readers forever. The Elders, in their largesse, 
bestowed reading time each week on the first 
year classes, and the students presented oral 
reports on the wonders of which they had read. 
They could ask questions of each other and 
discuss their reading adventures. In this way 
they shared their love of books across the year.  

Chapter Four – First Year 
Reading Classes 



Chapter Five -  The Library 
Within the walls of the great school was a 
hallowed space – sacred to all those who loved to 
read. This place was called…The Library. The 
Knights asked the readers who dwelt there to help 
them in their quest for the Wellread Award by 
suggesting books they enjoyed. The Keeper of the 
Library  gladly accepted these suggestions and the 
Library was newly stocked.  



The Library  



 Literacy/Library Link-up 
For many years past, the Great Counsel of Education 
had decreed that schools should strive to improve the 
literacy of their students. To ensure that everyone 
knew about this a special board was in place to relay 
important information. The Knights of the Steering 
Committee knew this board could be a valuable tool in 
their quest. They decided that each month the Keeper 
of the Library and the Keeper of the Board would 
meet and co-ordinate their efforts, so that even 
students who did not visit the Library often would be 
tempted by the interesting images and quizzes and 
join the ranks of the brave, and take up a tome.  



Chapter Six – The Reading 
Challenge 

As Winter fell on Tarbert Comprehensive 
School, the heroes  sought help from their peers on 
their long journey. They set their schoolmates a 
challenge. During the bleak dark months of Winter 
the students and their families would undertake a 
task  - to read from a list of books as laid out by the 
Knights of the Steering Committee. They called this 
task The Reading Challenge. A submission was  made 
to the school’s Principal  Elder. He agreed  to provide 
prizes for those who could prove their mettle in the 
realm  of reading. 



The Reading Challenge cont. 

The Reading Challenge continued 
for 100 days and 100 nights. Winter turned to 
Spring, and still they continued to read, 
parents read to children, first years with 
their families, teachers read at home, TYs 
carried their books in their bags, all unified 
in the quest for the Wellread Award and to  
‘Make Tarbert a Reading School’.  
 
Finally as Spring dawned, and the world 
awoke to Irish World Book Day, the Challenge 
ended. The ranks of the heroes threw down 
their sheets , ready to be counted.  From those 
ranks the worthiest warriors were chosen. 
Only the brave heroes who had completed all 
ten of the tasks on the challenge  would have 
a chance to be named the ultimate victors. 
And so it came to pass that three worthy 
winners were drawn from all those eligible , 
and these were crowned Junior, Senior and 
Teacher Reading Challenge Winners. The 
students won Kindles bequeathed by the 
Principal Elder, while the teacher prize was 
sponsored by a kind benefactor – the local 
bookseller.  



Reading Challenge  Winners 

What we read during our Reading Challenge: 



Chapter Seven – Christmas  

As 
Christmas 
approached  
the students began 
to decorate the 
school. The 
Knights of the 
Steering  
Committee  tasked 
the TYs with the 
creation of a 
beautiful homage 
to books,  and so a 
Christmas Tree 
was fashioned 
from books , 
adorned with 
lights and a star.  



As the year drew to a close, the 
Knights knew that all their warriors, fatigued by  
their arduous journey, should rest. The Principal Elder 
decreed that there should be a time set aside for  
everyone, young and old, students and staff,  to 
delight in the pleasure of the written word. This was 
his Christmas gift to them. And so it came to pass  
that on December 22nd the people did Drop Everything 
and Read. And a Happy Christmas was had by all.  



Chapter Eight – Communicating  
our Progress 

The Knights 
sought out many 
ways to ensure that 
news of their quest 
and its progress 
reached far and wide 
in the land. They 
conveyed news via 
the School Newsletter 
and  enlisted the help 
of those in the school 
community who 
excelled in technology 
to promote reading 
for pleasure.  



Chapter Nine – The New 
Website and the Reading Hub 

http://www.tarbertcomprehensive.ie/reading-hub/ 

The Knights of the Steering 
Committee knew that everyone in the land, 
young and old would like to show their prowess in 
the field of reading,  and encourage others to join 
the quest. A new website was launched by the 
school and all Wellread Warriors were afforded the 
space to display their reading achievements in the 
newly crafted Reading Hub. 

http://www.tarbertcomprehensive.ie/reading-hub/
http://www.tarbertcomprehensive.ie/reading-hub/
http://www.tarbertcomprehensive.ie/reading-hub/
http://www.tarbertcomprehensive.ie/reading-hub/
http://www.tarbertcomprehensive.ie/reading-hub/


Chapter Ten – The Senior Book 
Club 

In previous years a powerful society of 
readers had formed in the school – readers who met 
regularly to share their knowledge and love of the 
written word. While this mighty Senior Book Club 
included students, it also numbered among its ranks 
teachers and even the Deputy Principal Elder 
herself.  The books were chosen by the students 
themselves and in the 2016/17 era they too took part 
in the Reading Challenge. This group helped  the 
Knights in their Quest  - they were reading leaders 
in the school and made videos to promote reading. 
More of our online book reviews can be seen  here:  
http://www.tarbertcomprehensive.ie/book-reviews/ 

http://www.tarbertcomprehensive.ie/book-reviews/
http://www.tarbertcomprehensive.ie/book-reviews/
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Chapter Eleven – The Junior Book 
Club Encouraged by the 

success of the Senior Book 
Club the younger 
warriors declared that 
they too could help in the 
Quest for the Wellread 
Award – a dedicated 
band of readers formed . 
They convened each 
month and they too 
became reading leaders 
providing 
recommendations and 
reviews for the School 
Magazine.  



Chapter Twelve – Teachers’ Tomes 

Determined to help 
the Knights on their Quest 
for the Wellread, the 
teachers devised ways that 
they too could be Wellread 
Warriors – many gifted 
books for Secret Santa at 
Christmas, others embarked 
on the Reading Challenge , 
writing their books on the 
Staffroom door for all to 
see, and their choices were 
recorded in the teacher 
section of the Reading Hub 
on our website! 



Impressed by the reading 
prowess of the students, and anxious to 
prove their reading mettle, the staff of the 
great school contributed photos of their 
bookcases for a competition – these were called 
Shelfies. They knew that solving the riddle of 
the Shelfies would unlock magical properties 
and help the Wellread Warriors to succeed.  

Shelfies! 



Chapter Thirteen– Spreading the 
Word, Getting our Parents 

Involved 
The heroes 
puzzled about how best 
to get the whole community 
reading and to encourage 
conversation about books at 
home. They approached the 
Great Giant Google, creating 
a link to a form on the school 
website, where parents could 
suggests books for others and 
thus the Weekend Read was 
brought to app and Website 
alike and the Parents’ Book 
Bug was born 



Chapter Fourteen –  Learning 
from  the Old Masters!  

The heroes realised that much could be 
learned from the old masters – those who had 
guarded knowledge throughout time. The second 
years read Shakespeare and emulated his style in 
sonnets of their own…. 



Snow Fall 

Roisin Noonan 

  

Her ruby lips. 

Her porcelain skin. 

Her hair as black as the velvet night sky.  

Her eyes like the piercing stars that shine 

amongst it.  

  

I wanted to vomit. 

  

How was this fair? How can someone 

who stole my happy ending get to have 

everything she ever wanted!  

  

No.  

I will not let her destroy me again.  

I will not let her steal my happy ending 

with a flash of that innocent smile.  

  

Blargh!   

  

Stop it. Get a hold of yourself Queeny!  

  

I need a new plan. 

If an apple won’t kill her maybe a 
crushed heart will… 

  

Mirror mirror… 

  

…while the 
daring LC1 
students, saw the 
theme of the 
school’s 2017 
Magazine, 
‘Through our 
Eyes’ , and 
rewrote their 
favourite stories  
using just 100 
well chosen 
words, telling the 
tale through fresh 
eyes.  



Two of our 
most fearless 
readers were 
chosen from all who the 
warriors who enlisted, 
to make the dangerous 
journey to the Capital. 
Here they would 
compete against others 
of their ilk. These 
second year students 
and their intrepid 
teacher braved dragons 
and motorways to 
joined the ranks of 
readers and orators 
from all around the 
land, competing in 
Poetry Aloud contest.  

Poetry Aloud 



Chapter Fifteen Celebrating World 
Book Day at the Comp! 

Throughout the land a special day was 
set aside to celebrate reading . The Knights tried 
to get as many of the subjects of Tarbert involved 
as they could , holding events across the whole 
week in honour of this auspicious day.  



During World Book Day, First Years 
enjoyed Spelling Bee, while all years created Twitter 
Tales. Should the quest take the travellers to foreign 
lands in their pursuit of the Wellread, the language 
teachers helped their students to compose tales ‘as 
Gaeilge’ and ‘en Francais’ too!  



In the hallowed space of the Library, a 
Treasure Hunt was held. For three years the event 
has enthralled students and those who seek answers 
within the pages of books throng the halls, with some 
even concealing books, their hunger for knowledge 
and desire to be victorious being so great! 



The Treasure Hunt 



The Knights 
of the 
Steering 
Committee 
welcomed local 
apprentice warriors 
to celebrate world 
book day with a 
Mad Hatter’s Tea 
Party 



The 
Knights 
in their 
sartorial 
splendour 

The Sewing 
Room 
Transformed 
as if by 
magic!!! 

Tables 
ready for 
eager 
quizzers 
and 
discerning 
diners 



The young Apprentice Warriors 
were dedicated workers indeed. They designed book 
marks in the images of their favourite characters – 
the prize was given to the warrior who created the 
likeness of Harry Potter! After this they enjoyed a 
game of Literary Headbandz and a booky quiz! 



Tarbert’s talented Art Elder, with 
the help of his Arty Elves created photo boards for 
the Apprentice Warriors so they would have a 
lasting record of the day. The young readers and 
their leaders had fun and sent a card in gratitude to 
the Knights. More photos can be seen on their blog: 
http://tarbertns.scoilnet.ie/blog/ 

http://tarbertns.scoilnet.ie/blog/


Chapter Sixteen – Book Donation: 

Tarbert Comprehensive was lucky 
to have many friends and benefactors in the  
surrounding community.  Where last year we 
mourned the loss of one of these friends, we were 
privileged this year to receive a great gift – a 
collection of books donated in his honour. Family, 
friends, students and staff were invited to the Library 
to share memories and to celebrate the Vincent 
Coolahan Collection.  





The volumes 
donated were sourced 
by a Brave Bibliophile – 
George Cunningham. He 
spoke to the students 
about his love of books 
and offered a prize for 
whoever could guess the 
amount of books in the 
collection…Camilla won 
and she received a box of 
books from George! 



Chapter Seventeen – To Be 
Continued…. 

As night fell on the great Comprehensive 
and the 2016/2017 year drew to a close, the 
Knights surveyed their achievements. They were 
pleased  with their efforts and hopeful that they 
had done enough to impress the Guardians of the 
Wellread Award. They had journeyed far, and 
achieved much, yet they made plans too for 
future challenges:  

The Science Sorcerers 
had provided a 
trolley, which, helped 
by the Woodwork 
Wizard and the Art 
Elder,  is currently  
being transformed 
into a book trolley 
for use in study 
classes – to be known 
as ‘Reads on Wheels’! 
The Knights 
surmised that this 
would be newly 
painted and ready to 
‘roll’ by September! 



To be Continued….continued! 

While scouring the 
land for good ideas, the 
Knights had come across 
a wonderful notion….a 
clock made from books!  
The  Keeper of the Library duly sourced the 
workings on the Mighty Amazon and the Deputy 
Principal Elder agreed that such a treasure should 
be fashioned and displayed in the school….this they 
would call ‘Time to Read’ . It would appear in the 
likeness of this image…taken from the Great Giant 
Google.  

Encouraged by the success of the Mad 
Hatter’s Tea Party, the Knights planned,  in the 
coming year,  to visit the Active Retirement 
Club. There they would host a Vintage Tea 
Party, the purpose of which would be to 
establish a Book Post box, for the wisest of the 
village to add to, and borrow from, at their 
leisure. Second year boys had been tasked with 
the design of such boxes. First they created bird 
boxes, ready to scale up next year as book boxes.  



Epilogue 

And so it was that the journey 

came to an end. The Knights, tired from their 
travels, gathered to recount their tales, and they 
were duly recorded, and set down ready to be 
considered at the Great Counsel of the Wellread 
Award They had journeyed long, and read many 
important tomes; they had embarked on new and 
exciting reading challenges, created new bonds 
within the Mighty Comprehensive and in the 
Community of Tarbert. They had braved new 
technological waters,  trained new apprentices on 
the way, and, being reading leaders, had hewn a 
path for those brave warriors who would journey 
in the future.  
 

All that remained for the Knights of the 
Steering Committee was to submit their tale to the 
Great Counsel, in the hope that they would look 
favourably on them and reward their efforts with 
the much coveted Wellread Award. And should 
they receive such an honour, then the students of 
Tarbert Comprehensive  would indeed live happily 
ever after! 
 

The End 




