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Transition Year began on the 4th September for our 48 enthusiastic students . We ‘re now 
half way through the year and we’re taking this opportunity to let you know whats been 
happening. Its been a busy first term that’s for sure but the students have embraced the 
challenges and are getting lots out of the experience . Here’s a quick run down on what ‘s 
been happening . Students have spent a week in France on our exchange programme, they’ve 
done sean-nós dancing , set up mini companies, , entered the BT Young Scientist competition, 
spent a week on work placement , learned how to surf , worked out in the gym, modelled in 
the fashion show, done basic first aid training and an anti-racism workshop. Theres also 
preparation on going for 5th year in the core subjects and in the sampling options  as well 
as work on the ECDL programme and on-line portfolios.   Theres also lots to come including 
mock interviews, the return of the French students , the Fáinne interviews , photography, 2 
more weeks of work experience, the Gaisce trip and 2 days in Kilfinane outdoor education 
centre. The year will conclude with a graduation when students will receive their certificates. 
It looks like the second half of the year will be just as busy as the first.  

BT Young Scientist and Technology Exhibition 2016
By Róisín Noonan
This year all of our TY students were asked by Ms. Nolan to think of a project idea to enter into the BT Young Scientist competition. We began thinking 
about our ideas in early September and with the help of Ms. Nolan almost all of our 48 TY students entered a project either in groups of three or as 
individuals. Over the October midterm, we received letters from BT letting us know if we got in. Three of our projects were accepted to the exhibition- 
Christopher Keane’s project “Muscular Dystrophy- Making Life Easier”
Alannah Brent and Katie Thornton’s project- “Animal Communication and How we can Benefit from it”.
And my own project “Cycle Sense- Traffic Motion Sensor for Bicycles”.
We were all delighted at our acceptance to the exhibition and we got to work quickly as we had a lot to do. The months leading up to Christmas were 
filled with us rushing around working on our Project books, visual displays, 
project diaries and our pieces themselves. The three of us and Ms. Nolan left 
for Dublin on the 5am train from Limerick on the 6th of January. During the 
course of the week we had visits from three judges who asked us about our 
projects as well as visits from the public, over 60,000 of whom came through 
the doors of the RDS over the three days. On Thursday the 7th, all of our 
TY students came to see the exhibition in Dublin and to ask us about our 
projects. They had a great day walking around the different exhibits and also 
doing some shopping beforehand. We were also asked several times during 
the week to do interviews for local radio stations, newspapers and websites. 
We even made national headlines! 
Unfortunately, we were unlucky when it came to the prize winning but we 
had an amazing week at the RDS and an experience that none of us will ever 

forget.

Tarbert SU.indd   1 22/01/2016   14:58



The Fashion Show by Molly Cluney
The fashion show has definitely been one of the highlights of transition year so far. This year 
it took place in the gym. The whole hall was transformed for the night. The fashion show is 
a huge opportunity for people to do something they wouldn’t normally do. It was a complete 
new experience for most of us. It was amazing and nerve-wrecking at the same time. The girls 
all left school early and got their hair done. We arrived at the school by 6:30 and got to see our 
dresses for the first time. Both the boys and girls were split into two groups, some on in the first 
half and some on in the second half. I was the second half so I watched the other group model. 
It was really intimidating seeing the large turn-out, but everyone in the first half did really 
well. We went and got changed into our dresses and waited to be called. Everyone was really 
nervous by now, but the minute it started all the nerves I felt disappeared. It was amazing, 
everyone did so well. We all loved it. The fashion show was a real confidence booster for 
a lot of people and it was definitely one of my favourite parts of transition year.

ENTERPRISE  - By Megan Farrell

As part of transition year we get three classes of enterprise a week. 

Enterprise is the setting up of a business or company. Each person or group 

must think of an idea that provides a service or product to people. We  must 

then source the product or make it and decide where to sell it. We get a 

talk from a mentor from the local enterprise office who gives us advice on 

our idea and how we can develop and improve it. During the year we fill 

out a report on the product or service towards a competition we will enter 

later in the year in Tralee. For my project my partner and I did a recipe in 

a jar whereby we layered all dry ingredients in a jar and all you needed  

to do was add eggs and butter to make the product. Other projects were 

half zip hoodies  with the Tarbert Comprehensive colours and crest, sugar 

scrubs, homemade candles, chocolate santa sleighs, baking, Christmas 

eve hampers, homemade jam, customized wristbands and hot chocolate, 

calendars and art classes. Enterprise is a tough subject at times as it shows 

the real side of business having to keep track of orders, finances and how 

tough it can really be to start a business and sell your product or service. But 

it has been a great learning experience.

WORK   EXPERIENCE By Eamon Stack Mulvihill

Work Experience is a part of the year where all Transition Year Students get to go out 

and sample jobs they might like to do in the future.  

* It gives students a sense of what it’s like to have a job.  

* It is a great indicator to student whether or not they would like to have this          

    career in the future, or do something completely different

For my First Work Experience, I went to a Panel Beating Garage.  

I did jobs like crash repairs,paint preparation, compounding and polishing.  The 

work experience lasted 1 week and I really enjoyed the experience.

The other students did different work placements:, for example:  Wyeth’s Nutrition, 

Ballybunion Health & Leisure Centre, Accountants Office, Ballybunion Golf Club/

Course and Primary School Teaching,restaurants, vets clinic ,beauticians and 

engineering companies. 

Most Students thoroughly enjoyed their week and we have a further 2 weeks work 

placement in April. I think Work Experience/Placement is one of the best parts of 

Transition Year.
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“TY has been a once in a lifetime experience that I know I will never forget”
“A lot more work than people think “
“It’s been a great opportunity to try new activities and make new friends”
“It’s as good as you make it “
“Best school choice to date “
“Tremendous “
“I’ve really been enjoying it, there have been some great opportunities so far “
“It’s going by so fast, excellent opportunities”
“Really fun,busy and the best decision of my life so far(in school)”

Heres what the 
current TYs think 
of the year so far

Term 1 in Quotes
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TY trip to France By Amy O Riordan
It was a cold Sunday morning on the 22nd of November, when 48 transition year students, plus 4 of our teachers boarded the bus to begin the 
lengthy trip to Múr de Bretagne in the North East of France. We then drove to Dublin Airport, where we got a flight into Nantes; a city in the 
Upper Brittany region of Western France, and then continued our journey by getting a bus from Nantes Airport to Múr de Bretagne. After over 
2 hours on board the bus we arrived at the Collegé Saint Joseph. As we departed from the bus the reality finally hit us and you could sense 
the nervous tension in the air. We walked into a room where we were greeted by and paired up with our correspondents and then began the 
journey to the house we would call our home for the next four days. On Monday the 23rd of November we dived into our first day of activities 
by going to the medieval town of Dinan. Here we were split into individual groups in which we got to explore Dinan. From the elegant churches 
to the beautiful port it really was a fascinating experience. After we were finished the guided tour we were allowed to head off on our own and 
see the sights in the town for ourselves. On Tuesday the 24th of November once again we went to discover another part of the locality, this time 
we went to Guingamp. This town is home to Guingamp EAG and we got to visit their soccer stadium. We got a guided tour around the stadium 
which was really interesting and informative. We then drove to the shopping district of Guingamp where we were free to do our own shopping 
for about an hour or so. On Wednesday the 25th  of November we went to a biscuit factory, here we had to put on special protective clothing 
in case we came in contact with the ingredients for the biscuits. Following the tour of the biscuit factory we returned to the school quite early and 
returned home to do activities with our individual correspondents that evening. At about 7:00 on Wednesday evening there was a party planned 
at the school; at the party we had traditional French crepes. We then went outside into the sports hall at the school to take part in games such 
as basketball and soccer, the party finished at 9:00 and we all returned to our individual homes. On Thursday the 26th of November we went 
to classes at the school which all the Irish students found rather interesting. Needless to say going to school in France is extremely different to 
Ireland. After the classes we went on a treasure hunt around the town of Múr which was really impressive as we got to explore the town and 
practice our French. After lunch we went to a sports centre where we played basketball for the rest of the evening until it was time to return back 
to the school and go home. That night we began packing our belongings into our bags to get ready for the long journey that would be awaiting 
us the next day. On Friday the 27th of November we left school at 7:15 in the morning to get our flight from Nantes to Dublin. We then drove 
from Dublin to Tarbert and arrived at the school at about 7:00 that evening. Not only did we go over to France but nearing the end of February 
the French correspondents will be visiting Ireland and we can only hope to give them as good of a welcome as we received. Overall I personally 
think that France benefitted each individual in one way or another. It helped many people improve their spoken French and their confidence 
with using the language increased dramatically. Others flourished in the social side of the experience by not only becoming closer with their 
classmates but also making close friends with the French correspondents. The trip was a once in a lifetime experience and it was so beneficial to 
each student that many students are planning on returning. 

My TY Experience - By Muirne  Wall

I had always intended on doing TY for many reasons such as making new friends, trying out new things, sampling all the Leaving 
Certificate subjects and trying to get some idea of what I would like to do in the future. I didn’t want to go straight into loads of learning 
for the Leaving Certificate yet. It was still a hard decision as some of my friends did 5th year but a few did TY also which was great. 
Work experience was the first event in TY. I decided to go to Ballybunion Leisure Centre as I like swimming and am very interested in 
sports and fitness. I don’t think it will be my future career but I really enjoyed the week there and learnt a lot of new things. The French 
trip was the biggest part of TY and was such an amazing experience. I learnt a lot about French culture and language. I really enjoyed 
living with a French family for a week and making friends with the French girls and boys. I am really looking forward to their return trip 
in March. One of the best experiences of TY for me so far was the fashion show in the PE hall in October. All the girls were so nervous 
the night of the fashion show waiting to see our dresses and try them on. I was delighted with my dress and hair and loved the idea of 
getting to dress up with all of your friends. It was scaring going on the stage at first in front of so many people but it turns out I really 
enjoyed it and I would definitely do it again if I got the opportunity. Some more great activities involved in TY are surfing,first aid, sean-
nós dancing, enterprise businesses and trip to Dublin shopping and going to BT Young Scientist. I am really looking forward to the rest 
of TY and I am so glad I picked it. I have made some amazing friends and have got to try things that I never taught I would get to do. I 
would highly recommend TY to anyone.
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