
Newsletter    
Welcome
Hello and welcome to the first newsletter of the new
school year. I especially want to welcome parents
and guardians who are new to the Tarbert 
Comprehensive School community - be it as parents
of the 84 incoming 1st Years or indeed parents of
new students to other year groups. These students
are beginning to settle into the School already and
are a welcome addition to our student body. 
This summer break has brought some changes to
staffing. I especially want to thank Ms Carroll, 
Mr McElligott, Ms Griffin and Ms Barrett for their
commitment and contributions to the school over
many years. We wish them well in their respective
retirements. 
It is my hope to have a Newsletter like this sent to
you 3 times a year. It is designed to keep you 
informed on various matters in our School. A more
current and regular snapshot of our School can be
gained by consulting the School website or social
media pages - Instagram, Facebook or Twitter. I 
encourage all parents and guardians to regularly stay
in touch through this outlet.

Richard Prendiville - Principal

Parents Association A.G.M.
All parents or legal guardians of students attending
Tarbert CS are automatic members of the Parents
Association. Tarbert CS Parents Association has had
two meetings this school year so far and have invited
guest speakers Seamus Whitty and Nicola Culloty
who addressed parents on a range of issues. 
The Association is an important link from the School
to the parent body and new committee members are
always welcome. It is hoped that an organising 
committee will be finalised in the weeks ahead.

Board of Management
The members of the board are as follows:

Mrs. Mary McGillicuddy (Chairperson)

Mrs. Ann Flavin

Ms. Maria O’Gorman

Mr. Stephen Goulding

Mrs. Niamh Wall

Professor Michael Walsh

Sr. Frances Day

Mr. Kevin O’Keeffe

Mr. James Connolly

Mr. Richard Prendiville (Secretary)

Should you wish to communicate with the Board of Management
you may do so by writing to the Secretary of the Board at the
school address, or contacting either of the parent’s nominees,
again using the school address. All correspondence addressed
to members of the Board is treated as private and confidential
and is not opened in the school.

New Guidance Counsellor
Tarbert CS welcomes Ms Juanita Lovett as our new Career 
Guidance counsellor. Ms Lovett brings a wealth of experience to
the role and is available to students and their parents on a variety
of issues by appointment or over the phone.  We wish Ms Lovett
every success in her new role. 
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Junior Cycle
Junior students now study the JCSA (Junior Cycle Student Award). The phasing in process is now complete and all 
students in 1st, 2nd and 3rd year are completing the new Junior Cycle in all subjects.
At the end of their exams students will get a certificate called the JCPA – Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement.
With new courses come new forms of assessment and new ways of teaching. Our 2nd year students will undertake their
first CBAs (Classroom Bases Assessments). The emphasis here is on continuous assessment.  The assessment will take
many forms, depending on the individual subjects, ranging from written work to oral or visual presentations/projects.
The aim of the CBAs is to give the students an opportunity to showcase and get credit for skills developed in subjects
outside of the traditional exam. The grading for the CBA’s will be the following:

 Exceptional        Above Expectations        In Line with Expectations Yet to Meet Expectations

The assessment of these will appear in the term reports (when complete) along with exam grades. In some cases 
students may not have a term exam in a subject if their CBA runs close to the exam window, e.g. February exams. They
will also however appear on your child’s JCPA which will be presented to the year group in the academic year following
their Junior Cycle exams.

When in 3rd Year these students will also undertake a second CBA in each of these subjects. The following dates and
Junior Cycle/CBA information for parents are all available on the school website, found under Junior Cycle section.
There are changes to this for the current third years due to school time missed last academic year. 

2nd Year CBA1

Subject Window for completion (in Tarbert Comprehensive)
Business November 21st  - December 16th
Engineering November 28th - December 16th 
Visual Art January 9th- May 5th
Geography January 9th - January 27th 
History January 9th- January 27th 
Home Economics January 19th - March 24th
Science February 20th  - March 10th 
Graphics February 20th   - March 10th 
English March 13th  - March 31st
Mathematics March 13th  -  March 31st
Wood Technology April 17th - May 5th
French April 17th -  May 5th

AT’s or Assessment Tasks are also completed in 3rd year. It is a written task completed in class time (double class) and
is sent away to the SEC for correction. The task is specifically linked to the 3rd year CBA so that students are comfortable
and familiar with the topic. The AT is worth approximately 10% of the final grade in most subjects.
Due to Covid-19 this year's 3rd Years are not required to complete a second CBA or an Assessment Task. In Irish they
must complete CBA 2 instead. Regardless of which they complete the final date is March 12th. They will also complete
CBA 2 in practical subjects. 

Subject CBA Window for completion
Graphics/Wood Technology/Engineering Being completed as part of 3rd year Project
Home Economics/Visual art
Irish In Nov/Dec

All students in the new JCPA also have other areas of learning. So the more your child is involved in School related 
activities the better – such as being involved on the School football team, choir, young scientist, student council etc.
Students from 1st year will keep a log of what they do – by 3rd year this is verified and recorded by the School and 
acknowledged on the official results.

All JCPA students must also study the area of Wellbeing – this is a combination of SPHE, CSPE, PE and other aspects of
care that the School offers. In second year for example, Tarbert Comprehensive computer classes will also contribute
to wellbeing as students will examine the notion of digital wellbeing – so that students are aware of appropriate online
behaviour, dangers online etc.



Finally students will have the normal sit down exams in June of 3rd year. 
However the final grades have also been changed. A, B and C grades are 
being phased out. 

From now on students will have the following descriptors:
All in all the changes are exciting and we will keep you up to date with 
developments. 

For further information please go to www.curriculumonline.ie

Leaving Certificate Results 

Congratulations to the class of 2022 who received their excellent results on Friday September 2nd.
A statistical analysis again shows how students from Tarbert CS excel across all the subject areas   and results yet again
well above the national averages in the points race. On average students received 60 points more in Tarbert CS for their
top 6 subjects than the national average. Overall one third of all students got over 500 points while two thirds got over
400 points. 
As Principal, I am hugely proud of these results that are a remarkable testament to the comprehensive, mixed ability,
co-educational ethos that infuses this school. I wish to congratulate all the students and teachers involved in these 
superb results. 

Some of the Class of 2022 celebrating with school staff on results day

This year our highest achieving students were 
David Sheehan (Glin), Xiaoying Li (Listowel) and 
Martin MacNamara (Glin) who managed to 
get the maximum 625 points each. 

We wish them and indeed the entire 
class of 2022 well in their future studies and careers.

Pictured with Mr Prendiville is David Sheehan (Glin), 
Xiaoying Li (Listowel) and Martin MacNamara (Glin).



The Student Support Team (SST) 
A student support team (SST) is a central part of the
student support system in a school. It is the overarching
team     concerned with the progressing of actions for the
welfare and wellbeing of all students. It is a mechanism
through which many of the existing student supports are
coordinated and planned. 

Our SST acts as a school hub, bringing coherence to the
support system by coordinating the valuable work of 
departments and other groups. The SST is made up of the
Principal, Deputy, JC Wellbeing Coordinator, Attendance
Officer, SEN Coordinator, SPHE Coordinator, Guidance
Counsellor and Chaplain. The team meet weekly on 
Mondays and support the needs of all students within the
School. Through implementing a continuum of support, the
student support team can provide for the educational, 
social, emotional, behavioural and learning needs of All,
Some and Few students to ensure their ongoing wellbeing.
The school Guidance Plan (on website) sets out the 
components of this system which includes for example, the
SPHE and RSE  curriculum; the behaviour support system
the role of Year Heads and the various school policies that
apply.

Attendance 
“Let’s Make Every Day Count!” is the motto when it comes
to attendance in Tarbert Comprehensive School this year.
Research shows a strong link between attendance and
achievement. Studies have shown that good attendance 
also boosts self-esteem and confidence. Five days absent
throughout the school year is the equivalent of missing 3%
of the year. So let’s work together on good attendance to
ensure everyone reaches their full potential. 

Remember if a student is absent for a day, please record the
absence on VS Ware. 

School Closures
As part of the Junior Cert in service, whole School teacher
training continues this year. To facilitate this training Tarbert
Comprehensive School will therefore close to students on
Friday, 11th November 2022. 

Year Heads/Co-ordinators 
If you have any concerns around your child then you
should contact your child’s Year Head in the first 
instance. Naturally from time to time there will be 
settling problems at school, indeed there may equally be
issues at home affecting your child, in any year group,
therefore it is vital that we are let know if there are any
concerns or difficulties; no matter how small they may
appear. 

The Year Heads for the academic year 2022-23 are:

1st Years - Mr P. Harnett
2nd Years - Ms S. Fitzgerald 
3rd Years - Ms E. Fitzgerald
TY Co-ordinator - Ms M. Hogan
LC1 & LCA1 -Ms U. Thornton
LC2 & LCA2 - Ms R. O’Donoghue
LCVP Co-ordinator - Mr J. Connolly

You may contact any of the above by telephoning the
school office. All members of staff have their own formal
timetabled classes and so may not be in a position to
speak to you instantly but they will get back to you at 
their earliest convenience. Equally the Guidance 
Counsellor (Ms Juanita Lovett), School Chaplain 
(Ms Yvonne O’Connor), Deputy Principal and Principal
may be contacted. 

If you require a face to face meeting with any staff 
member then it is vital a pre-arranged appointment is
made through the office. Unfortunately arriving at
school without a pre-planned appointment in the hope
of meeting a staff member cannot be accommodated

Mentoring 
Forty LC2 Students volunteered to become Mentors to
First Year Students this year. On the 29th of August, the
Mentors returned to school a day before their classmates
to meet the First Year Students and to help them settle
into their new school. Following some ice-breaker games
and a tour of the school, the Mentors shared some 
practical information about school life at the Comp. 

The Mentors will continue to work with the First Year 
Students as they meet with them regularly and assist
teachers organise extra-curricular activities at lunch-time
such as Football, Green Schools Committee, Basketball,
Book Club, Badminton, Art Club, Rugby, Music Club and
Walking Club to name but a few.



School Calendar/Parent Teacher Meetings
The school calendar 22/23 is available to view and print from the school website under the Calendar tab at the bottom
of the Home Page. The calendar includes holidays, other school closures and important dates to remember. My advice
is for parents to take a screen shot or print it off and keep it nearby. The following however are the planned dates for
Parent Teacher Meetings. All meetings run from 4.15pm to 6.45pm. Parents are asked to arrive no later than 5.45pm so
as to be assured of meeting your child’s teachers.

Please do NOT attend the meeting if you are diagnosed with Covid or are displaying Covid symptoms. 

A reminder to Parents of LC2/LCA2 & LC1/LCA1 students (only) that the students themselves must also attend along
with their parents. The aim of this is simple – parents AND senior students should get feedback from teachers as regards
the level of progress students have made in that subject to date and should hear directly on how to improve or maintain
their grades. Senior students will have, we hope, the maturity to take the feedback on board and use it in a positive 
manner.

LC2*/LCA2* P/S/T Meeting Monday, 17th October 2022
3rd Year P/T Meeting Thursday, 24th November 2022
LC1*/LCA1* P/S/T Meeting Tuesday, 6th December 2022
2nd Year and TY1 P/T Meeting Tuesday, 10th January 2023
1st Year & TY2/TY3 PT Meeting Thursday, January 26th 2023

*Please note that in LC1 & LC2, the students themselves must also attend the meeting along with their parents. 
(P/S/T = Parent/Student/Teacher meeting)

I, again would like to highlight with parents that there are some teachers at every parent teacher meeting who teach a
high number of students from that year group and can therefore have close to a hundred parents to see. It is crucial
that, in order for these teachers to provide feedback to all the parents, that attending parents limit their meeting with
these teachers to a few minutes.  Teachers will discuss 4 main areas with you – attendance, behaviour/attitude, results
and areas for improvement (if relevant). If you require a more in depth discussion with a specific teacher then I suggest
you contact them again at a later date through the school office in order to arrange a meeting/phone call. This procedure 
will allow teachers with large numbers to see all the parents in a timely fashion. 

At some parent teacher meetings a red labelled clock may appear on a teacher’s desk who has a high number of parents
to meet, In order to alert you that they are under these time constraints.

Meeting of First Year Parents
All parents of 1st Year students are invited to attend a meeting in the school on Tuesday October 18th at 7.00 pm. The
meeting is designed to give parents guidance on option choices following sampling for 1st Years as well as explain other
School structures in place to assist 1st Years. Your 
attendance is advised.

Child Safeguarding Statement
Parents are directed to the School website in order to view the School Child Safeguarding Statement. All students, staff
and students of the School should be aware that Mr Richard Prendiville is the Designated Liaison Person (DLP) for all
child protection concerns in the School. Ms Leila Moloney is the Deputy Designated Liaison Person (DDLP). The full
Statement and Assessment is available on the School website. 

Student Collection
Parents are reminded that should they wish to collect their son/daughter from the school they must do so in person
from the main office and sign them out. This policy is equally true for parents of students from Tarbert village. 
This procedure is designed as part of our Child Safeguarding measures. Of equal importance is the necessity for Parents
to provide their children with a notes via VSware if they are absent or when they arrive after 9 a.m. or have an 
appointment before the end of the school day. 



One Hour Classes
The move from 40 minute to 60 minute classes has been
completed since our return in late August. Students and
staff have adapted quickly to the change. A detailed survey
of the move will be completed towards the end of the year
but initial views of Leaving Cert students is very positive
with over 90% saying that the move to 1 hour classes is
going well. Some comments noted that; ‘More Learning is
fit into the day. Makes the day go faster’, ‘Makes the day
shorter plus there is less homework more time to study’.
Another student commented that ‘way better than 40 mins.
School bag is lighter. Day goes much quicker’.

Mobile Phones 
Parents are also reminded that it is school policy for 
students to turn off their mobile phones completely on 
entering the school grounds. Phones must remain off (not
silent or vibrate) all day until leaving the school. Theft of 
mobile phones occurs rarely but when it does happen we
make every effort to locate them. However, ultimately, we
cannot accept any responsibility for mobiles lost or stolen
during the course of the school day. In fact your child is 
simply better off leaving the phone at home entirely. The
Policy can be viewed in full in your child’s journal.

Under no circumstances should students contact parents
or vice versa by mobile phone. If necessary all critical 
messages can be routed through the secretary’s office. It is
equally unacceptable for students to text parents if they are
ill. The school has procedures for dealing with illness that
your son/daughter is aware of and this should be reinforced
to them. Your co-operation is therefore vital in this regard.

Student Insurance
Parents should be aware that we pay accident insurance for
all our students. We pay this from the parental charge that
we receive each year from parents. Students have 24 hour
cover 365 days a year. This means that in the event of even
a minor accident at school or at home, even during holiday
times, that incurs any medical expense, then the money can
be claimed through the Insurance Policy. Claim forms are
available from the School Office. 

Book Grant
The Book Grant is used to help those who experience 
financial difficulties with back to school costs. The
money is distributed as equitably as possible. It is used
primarily to support LC1 students and book grant forms
were distributed to each LC1 student. 

The grant is then used to contribute to the Pre 
Examination fees for those families who hold medical
cards. Any money then left remaining in the fund is used
for families of 1st Year students who may be 
experiencing financial difficulties. It is hoped that these
grant forms will be processed as soon as possible.
From time to time families can experience financial 
hardships. It is never our intention to add to those 
hardships. However by their nature schools will always
have costs associated with them e.g. supervised study,
book rental, pre exam fees, TY fees, school outings or
field trips. However at Tarbert Comprehensive we try as
much as possible to keep these fees as low as we can
and we compare very favourably with other second level
schools.
I would never want a situation to arise whereby a student
is deprived an opportunity to participate in any activity
or is embarrassed because of an inability to pay. So if this
arises for you during the year please contact 
Mr Prendiville, Ms Moloney or Ms O’Connor, Chaplain,
and the matter will be dealt with sensitively and in total
confidence.

In-house Exams – Important note
I want to remind Parents/Guardians that we inform you
about in-house exams dates at the beginning of each 
academic year so as to ensure that every student is 
available for the full duration of his/her scheduled exams. 
Every effort will be made to accommodate any student
who may miss an exam/part of the exams as a result of a
bereavement or certified sickness but only within the 
duration of the in house exam dates themselves. In some
situations parents may be asked to administer a missed
exam is in a controlled environment at home to their
son/daughter. Unfortunately no exam can be administered
to a student ahead of the scheduled exam date.
Students who miss an exam or exams due to family 
holidays, sporting or cultural commitments such as 
concerts, weddings, etc. cannot be accommodated in this
manner.
Parents are also reminded that students must be present
for the full days during the exams and late arrivals or early
departures are not allowed. Student who disregard this
instruction may have to sit certain exams at home. 
This year the autumn exams will be concluded during class
time and run over two weeks - November 14th to 25th. I am
asking parents/guardian to try and ensure their child is fully
present for the duration of this window. 
The in-house sit down spring/mock exams for all year
groups run from January 30th to February 10th 2023.
Every student should be in full attendance. 



After School Study
For different reasons many students find it difficult to study. Often there can be too many distractions. The internet,
snapchat, text messages, noise and Instagram cause havoc to students, even those with the best of intentions. For
some the problem is a lack of self-discipline to get into a regular study pattern. It is very frustrating knowing that valuable
time is being wasted.

Students have found the program very beneficial in recent years and have the satisfaction of having most if not all of
their learning done by early evening. The cost is kept to the bare minimum and hopefully as affordable as possible. 
Monday September 26th 2022 sees the return of our after school study service. This takes place on all week days except
Wednesday from 4.15 to 6.15. There is a 10 minute break at 5.10. 

As a student, if you find yourself answering yes to any of the following questions then it is worth considering signing up; 

• Are there distractions in my home that prevent me from studying effectively?

• Do I spend too much time on my phone when I'm supposed to be studying?

• Am I lazy about starting homework and find myself up late at night finishing it off?

So if you need a quiet supportive environment in which to achieve your study and academic performance goals then
this service might be for you. The cost is €10 per for 3 days or €12 including Fridays. Please contact the office or 
Mr Trench for details. 

Guidance Department
I am delighted to write this Guidance section for this term’s newsletter and introduce myself. My name is Juanita Lovett,
I have been teaching for twenty-four years and a guidance counsellor for seventeen of those. Like our First Year 
Students, I was a new starter in Tarbert Comprehensive this September and as a result, this year’s students will be a
special year group for me as we move through the school year together. Expect me to work hard for all students, and 
always do my best; I will expect no less from them. As the year begins I would ask students to consider three things:
Dream, Believe and Achieve. Dream: to imagine what is possible and be unlimited in your thoughts for your future.  
Believe; have fundamental confidence in yourself and Achieve; work hard to reach your goal.  

Senior Cycle students must take time to fully research all their future options (check entry requirements, course content,
possible careers) and always ensure they have a backup “Plan B”. Students should call to the Guidance Office to book
their individual appointment slots and regularly consult the Guidance Notice Board and their individual school e-mail
for up-to-date information. Individual Guidance appointments are currently ongoing and all LC2 will have met the 
Guidance Counsellor at least once by Christmas. Students receive a record of their Guidance session including further
information/recommendations via e-mail after each appointment. LC2’s will have Guidance classes again in the coming
weeks to cover CAO applications, HEAR and DARE Schemes, SUSI Maintenance Grants, Apprenticeships, PLC and other
training options.

In order to make informed course choices, it is imperative that students are regularly using the “Course Search” facility
on careersportal.ie and/or qualifax.ie. Students need to research various courses of interest, similar courses in different
HEI’s, content structure/modules taught in each year of the courses and if courses are offered at different levels, eg.
Business Level 8 and an equivalent course at Level 7.

Visiting the colleges and exploring their campus is an essential part of college research. It is important to get a “feel”
for the colleges that students intend to apply to. There are quite a lot of Open Days coming up in the next few months,
details can be found on https://careersportal.ie/colleges/cd_events.php.

I hope this year brings many adventures, myriad opportunities, initiatives, innovative practices, and great learning 
experiences that prove to be a treasure trove of memories for Tarbert Comprehensive School’s learning community.



Important Websites
www.qualifax.ie            (Essential Course Search Engine)

www.cao.ie                    (CAO information and Application)

www.accesscollege.ie      (“Hear” & “Dare” Schemes)

www.fetchcourses.ie      (FET includes Apprenticeships, 
Traineeships, PLC courses) 

www.careersportal.ie          (Essential Course and Career website)

www.ucas.com        (Study in England)

www.studentfinance.ie      (Grant Information)

www.susi.ie      (Maintenance Grant Application)

All College and PLC Websites e.g. U.L., UCC, MIC, MTU etc.

Important Dates
• CAO – The 2023 CAO Application Facility Opens on 05/11/2022

• Discounted CAO Application Fee (€30) available until 20/01/2023

• Normal closing date for CAO Application (€45) 01/02/2023

• Apply for HEAR DARE online (as part of your CAO) Application – tick box by Feb 1st, 2023

• HEAR DARE Eunicas UCAS Application Information Session will be held on Wednesday 23rd November

(the night before the Careers Fair) in MTU Kerry Sports Academy. 

• HEAR DARE Information Clinic will be held on Saturday 7th January 2023 (TBC)

• Closing dates for final completion of online HEAR DARE forms (on CAO Website) 01/03/2023

• HEAR DARE supporting documentation to be posted to arrive in CAO by 15/03/2023

• CAO Change of Mind (free) facility becomes available online 05/05/2023

• CAO Change of Mind closes 01/07/2023

• PLC Applications Open from January / February 2023

• SUSI Maintenance Grant Applications open April 2023

• Leaving Certificate Examinations will begin 07/06/2023

Keep up to date with events in Tarbert Comprehensive School

by following one of the schools Social Media platforms;

Twitter, Instagram & Facebook


