As we progress through the current academic year, it is remarkable
how swiftly time has flown. Our students have recently completed
their pre-examinations, marking a significant milestone in their
educational journey. However, with one important term still ahead,
there is still much work to be done as we prepare for the summer
exams and the successful conclusion of another School year. We
encourage students to maintain focus, stay committed to their
studies and take advantage of the resources and supports available
to them.

Beyond the academic work, students have been actively involved in
a wide range of extracurricular and sporting activities. From debating
competitions to sports fixtures and charity initiatives, it has been
wonderful to see such strong student participation. A special
mention must go to our senior students, who continue to lead by
example in their contributions to School life.

Additionally, we are delighted to see so many students availing of
the various wellbeing and support initiatives in place. As always, we
encourage any student who may be struggling - academically,
socially or emotionally - to reach out to a teacher, their Year Head,
Chaplain or Guidance Counsellor.

Parents and guardians play a vital role in a student’s School
experience and we encourage you to remain engaged with your
child’s progress. Staying informed about school events, policies and
key updates is easy through our social media channels and our
website. We appreciate your ongoing support in ensuring a positive
and productive environment for all students.

The School’s Board of Management oversees the governance and strategic planning of Tarbert Comprehensive School. It plays a crucial role in ensuring that
the School is well-run, adheres to Department of Education policies and continues to provide the best possible education for all students. The current members

of the Board of Management are:

« Chairperson: Mrs Mary McGillicuddy
« Mrs Ann Flavin « Ms Maria 0'Gorman
« Professor Michael Walsh - Sr. Frances Day

« Secretary: Mr Richard Prendiville [Principal)

Parents who wish to communicate with the Board of Management may do so by writing to the Secretary of the Board at the School address. Any correspondence

« Mr Stephen Goulding
« Mr Kevin 0'Keeffe

If you have any concerns regarding your child, the first point of contact should be
their Year Head. At times, students may experience settling difficulties at School
or personal matters at home may be affecting their well-being. Whatever the
issue, please do not hesitate to let us know—we are here to help. No matter how
small a concern may seem, early intervention can make a significant difference.

The Year Heads and Coordinators for the academic year 2024/25 are as follows:

« 1st Years: Ms. K. Mullane

« Znd Years: Ms R. 0’Donoghue

« 3rd Years: Mr P. Scanlon

« Transition Year Coordinator: Ms 0. Thornton
« LC16 LCA1: Ms S. Fitzgerald

« LC2 & LCAZ: Ms E. Fitzgerald

« LCVP Coordinator: Ms L. Flynn

All Year Heads and Coordinators can be contacted through the School office. As all
staff members have their own timetabled teaching commitments, they may not
always be available to speak immediately but will return calls or emails as soon
as possible. Parents can also contact the Chaplain, Guidance Counsellor, Deputy
Principal or Principal if needed.

Should you require a face-to-face meeting with a staff member, it is essential to
pre-arrange an appointment through the School office. Unfortunately, unplanned
visits cannot be accommodated.

« Mrs Niamh Wall

= Ms Elaine Fitzgerald

addressed to members of the Board is treated as private and confidential.
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As we approach the final term of the School year, | wish to remind parents and students of the importance of regular attendance. Every school day
counts—not only for academic progress but also for building confidence, self-esteem and consistency in learning. The summer holidays are long
enough; it is essential that students maximise the remaining School days to ensure they are fully prepared for the transition into their next year of study.
Why is attendance so important? Much research has highlighted the benefits of good school attendance, as well as the negative impact of poor atten-
dance on students:

« High levels of attendance have a positive impact on teaching and learning (McCoy et al., 2014; Claes et al., 2009).

There are established links between good attendance, student engagement and completing the Senior Cycle (Smyth, 1999; McCoy et al., 2007;
Byrne and Smyth, 2010).

« Poor attendance has a well-documented negative impact on educational outcomes (McCoy et al., 2007).

» Poor attendance can also affect wider aspects of a student’s life, such as weak peer relationships, risks of engagement in anti-social activity and
poor family relationships [Hibbett and Fogelman, 1990; Carroll, 2011).

- Absences put pressure on students and teachers when key parts of the curriculum are missed [Lupton, 2004; Wilson et al., 2008].
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This body of research forms the foundation of our School attendance strategy. Parents and guardians have a central role in promoting good attendance.

We ask you to:
= Take responsibility for your child’s attendance.
« Ensure that extra-curricular activities are balanced with overall School progress.
« Stay informed about attendance expectations through newsletters, texts, the website and School meetings.
« Use VSware to monitor attendance, including partial and whole-day absences.
« Attend Parent-Teacher meetings to discuss attendance.
« Avoid taking family holidays during term time.
+ Comply with School absence procedures including upload absences on VSware.

« Encourage your child to value all aspects of the curriculum, not just academics, as it supports their holistic growth and development.

It is important to understand that attendance is just as crucial to student success as their study habits and work rate. There is a clear correlation between
underperformance in School and poor attendance rates. School attendance should never be treated casually or as an afterthought.

To this end, all School staff closely monitor attendance. Ms Sinead Dillon is the School’s Attendance Officer. Where there are significant concerns, we
will liaise with parents and if necessary, outside agencies. However, with a combined effort, we are confident that we can continue to maintain and
improve overall attendance and ensure the best outcomes for all students. Your cooperation and support are greatly appreciated.

| wish to remind parents that the books currently issued to 3rd Year students remain the property of the School and must be returned in good condition
at the end of the Junior Cycle exams. These books form part of a Rental Scheme and will be recycled for use by incoming 1st Year students next year.
To facilitate this, the School will collect books each day during the Junior Cycle exams. Students are expected to return books for the subjects they have
completed on that particular exam day. A strict record will be kept to ensure that all books are correctly matched to the student who received them.
Parents should note that any books that are severely damaged or lost must be replaced at their own expense. It is vital that all students take care of
their books and return them promptly so they can continue to benefit other students in the future. Your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated.

Tarbert Comprehensive School | Easter Newsletter | April 2025



The annual School Awards Night will be held on Thursday 15th May
2025. This much-anticipated event recognises the outstanding
achievements of our students in academics, sports and extra-
curricular activities.

The School’s new Anti-Bullying Policy was ratified by the Board of Management on
April 1st 2025 and now forms a core part of the School’s overall approach to
student wellbeing and behaviour. This revised policy was developed in line with
national guidelines and reflects best practices in preventing, identifying and
addressing bullying behaviour.

Highlights on the night will include the presentation of Students of
the Year and Sportspersons of the Year. The School Yearbook will
also be launched and we encourage parents and students to
purchase copies early to avoid disappointment.

The policy outlines a whole-school approach to fostering an inclusive and
respectful environment where all students feel safe and valued. It places a strong
emphasis on prevention strategies, including increased awareness, structured
educational programmes and supervision in key areas. The policy also highlights

the School’s commitment to addressing online bullying, discriminatory bullying
AWARDS NIGHT and peer exclusion, ensuring that all forms of bullying are taken seriously and

Z o Z 5 dealt with appropriately.

In addition to clear reporting and intervention procedures, the updated policy
includes a greater focus on restorative approaches, supporting both those who
have experienced bullying and those involved in bullying behaviours to foster a
THURSDAY culture of learning and accountability. A strict recording system has been

15TH MAY implemented to track incidents and monitor patterns, allowing the School to
intervene early and provide the necessary supports.

The full Bi Cinealta (Be Kind] Anti-Bullying Policy is now available on the School
website and we encourage all parents and guardians to familiarise themselves
with its contents. The School remains committed to ensuring that bullying of any
kind is not tolerated and that every student has the right to a safe and supportive
learning environment.

The Awards Night will be held in the School Gym, allowing all
Leaving Certificate and LCAZ students and their parents the
opportunity to attend this special event before their graduation later
in May. We greatly appreciate your cooperation in maintaining the
highest standards set in previous ceremonies and look forward to
celebrating the many achievements of our students together.

We wish to remind all students and parents that during the Summer Exams period, students are required to remain in School for the full day. Arriving late or
leaving early based on individual exam timetables will not be permitted.

All students must remain in School and study during periods when they are not sitting an exam. Any student who disregards this instruction and attempts to

attend only part of the day will not have examinations administered to them within the School. This policy ensures fairness, accountability and structured
preparation for all students. We appreciate parental support in reinforcing this expectation.
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This year's Leaving Certificate, LCA and Junior Cycle exams begin on Wednesday 5th June 2025.

Parents of exam-year students will receive a letter in the coming weeks outlining School procedures during the examination period. We ask that parents
familiarise themselves with these guidelines to ensure a smooth and well-organised experience for students. Exam Timetables for the Leaving Certificate,
Leaving Certificate Applied and Junior Cycle examinations can be downloaded directly from the State Examinations Commission website
(www.examinations.ie).

Students are required to wear their School uniform during all examinations. The School PE jersey may be worn instead of the regular School shirt and tie.
Students presenting in other clothing will be provided with a School uniform. Should any unexpected illness or difficulty arise on the day of an exam, we urge
parents to contact the School immediately so that arrangements can be put in place where necessary.

We extend our best wishes to all students preparing for their State Examinations and encourage them to approach this period with confidence and
determination.
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We are pleased to confirm that the free school book scheme for Junior Cycle students will continue for the next academic year. This initiative has already
proven highly beneficial in easing the financial burden on families while ensuring that all students have access to the essential materials needed for

their studies.

Under this scheme, all Junior Cycle students will receive loaned textbooks and other learning materials free of charge. The School will coordinate the
provision of these resources and students will be required to return books in good condition at the end of the 3 academic years. Parents will receive
further details on the distribution and collection process in the coming months.

This programme represents a significant investment in education and ensures that every student, regardless of background, starts the School year with
the same opportunities for success. Parents are reminded to ensure that their child takes good care of the books provided, as these resources must be
reused again.
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The Department of Education has expanded the free school book scheme to include Senior Cycle students, starting from the 2025/26 academic year.
This means that students in Leaving Certificate, Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme (LCVP) and Leaving Certificate Applied (LCA] will receive their

schoolbooks and other learning materials free of charge. Full details of what Tarbert CS will provide will be issued in due course.

This expansion follows the success of the Junior Cycle scheme and ensures that no student faces financial barriers when accessing their educational
resources. The scheme will cover core textbooks and certain other subject-specific materials.

Further details on the rollout of the scheme will be communicated to parents in the coming months. The School will work closely with the Department
of Education to ensure a smooth implementation process. We welcome this initiative as a step forward in supporting students and families in their
educational journey.
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The School Calendar for the 2025/26 academic year has been
devised, ratified by the Board of Management and is now published
on the School website under the Parents tab. This calendar outlines
all key dates, including term start and end dates, school closures,
parent-teacher meetings and examination periods.

We strongly advise parents and guardians to print off a copy or save
it for easy reference throughout the year. Keeping the calendar
accessible will help ensure that families stay informed about
important school events and avoid any scheduling conflicts.

We also remind parents of the importance of maintaining the full
School year, as every school day plays a vital role in student learning
and progress. To support this, we ask that family holidays and
non-essential absences are scheduled only during official school
closures to avoid disruption to students’ education.
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We are thrilled to announce that the School Library is open and ready
for staff and students to explore! The library is packed with a huge
variety of books across all genres, along with new magazines that
have just been ordered. Whether you're into adventure, mystery or
science. Here's what’s happening in the library this term:

Mondays: Join Ms. Flynn for the Second and Third Year Book Club and
discuss your latest reads.

Tuesdays: Get your Spanish skills up to speed with Ms. Marquez at
the Spanish Club, or have fun with Ms. Foley at the Board Games
Club.

Thursdays: First years, don’t miss out on the First Year Book Club, led
by Ms. Gallinagh, for lively discussions and book recommendations.

Fridays: Pop in for our Check-In and Check-Out sessions, where you

can borrow or return books with ease.

We can’t wait to see you in the library! Come in, read, explore and
join the fun!
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With summer examinations approaching, we remind students that the Pre-Exams were a valuable checkpoint rather than a final judgment of their
capabilities. Results from these assessments should be used as a guide to identify areas for improvement.

Students are encouraged to adopt a structured approach to revision, seek clarification on challenging topics and use available support resources. A
growth mind-set is key—what matters most is consistent effort in the final months.

To manage stress effectively, | would encourage students to:

1. Follow a study timetable — allocate specific time slots for each subject.

2. Take regular breaks — short breaks enhance concentration and prevent burnout.
3. Get plenty of sleep — aim for at least 8 hours per night for optimal performance.
4. Maintain a healthy diet — proper nutrition supports brain function.

5. Keep a balanced social life — an excessive social life can impede progress.

b. Maintain exercise — a well-balanced lifestyle that includes exercise is beneficial.

1. Stay positive and ask for help — seek support from teachers and family.
Parents are encouraged to foster a calm and supportive environment at home. Exams are important but should not be a source of undue anxiety.

As students prepare to enter 5th and 6th Year, many parents are beginning to consider what additional resources might support their child's leamning at
Senior Cycle. One particularly valuable tool is a personal laptop.

While the School does not officially recommend any particular brand or model, we have observed that access to a reliable laptop significantly enhances
a student’s ability to engage with the demands of Senior Cycle. Many Leaving Certificate subjects now include project work, typed reports and digital
submissions as part of their assessment. In these cases, a laptop allows students to manage their work more efficiently and complete assignments to a
high standard.

In addition, teachers are increasingly sharing lesson materials, notes and resources via Google Classroom, which students can access through their
personal School Gmail accounts. A laptop ensures that students can fully engage with this content—whether reviewing class notes, downloading
assignments or submitting project work. Phones and tablets, while useful for quick access, are not suitable for extended writing tasks or document
organisation.

With the recent announcement of the free school book scheme being extended to Senior Cycle from September 2025, some parents may find that the
savings made on textbooks create an opportunity to invest in a basic laptop. There is no need for a high-spec device - a simple, durable laptop with word
processing software and internet access is more than sufficient.

We hope this suggestion is helpful as you plan ahead for the next phase of your child’s educational journey. A modest investment now may prove
invaluable over the two years of Senior Cycle and beyond.
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As we approach the end of term, there are some key dates and tasks to keep in mind as you plan for the next few weeks!

1. CAO Change of Mind Deadline

For those of you who have already applied through the CAD but are still unsure about your course choices, remember the Change of Mind facility opens
on May 5th and closes on July 1st. This is your opportunity to review and adjust your course preferences, so take the time to reflect on your options and
make any necessary changes before the final deadline. Continue to make appointments with me.

2. Preparing Your CV for PLC Interviews

For students who have applied for PLC courses, many will require interviews as part of the application process. These interviews will probably take place
next month. It’s time to get your Curriculum Vitae (CV] ready. A strong CV should highlight your skills, experiences, and any relevant achievements. Take
some time now to update it, focusing on what you've accomplished during school, including part-time jobs, volunteering, and any extra-curricular
activities that show your dedication and hard work.

3. Stay Focused and Manage Stress
| know this time of year can feel overwhelming with exams, application deadlines, and interviews on the horizon. But remember, taking it one step at a
time makes a big difference. Create a realistic study plan, and make sure to take breaks when needed. Come to me for a blank study plan which you can

tailor to suit your own situation. Don’t be afraid to ask for help if you're feeling stressed. You're not alone in this — we are here to support you through it
all.

You are capable of achieving great things, and every effort you put in now will help you reach your goals!

Wishing you all the best as you prepare for the weeks ahead!
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Harry 0’Connor as he received the Outstanding Achievement in Engineering
Award for his Leaving Cert. Engineering in Tarbert Comprehensive.

Harry’s dedication to problem-solving, creativity and precision had earned him
top marks in his Engineering project, where he designed and built an innovative
project and written brief. His teacher praised his exceptional skill and commitment,
noting his ability to apply himself diligently.

With plans to pursue Mechanical Engineering at University, this recognition
marked the beginning of an exciting future in the field.

Pictured right:

Left to Right. Mr. Richard Prendiville, Principal Tarbert Comprehensive,
Student Harry 0’Connor, Mr. Jim Dore, Engineering Teacher.
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As technology continues to evolve, many students are exploring new tools to support their learning. One area that has seen rapid growth in recent years
is the use of Artificial Intelligence [Al], including platforms such as ChatGPT. While Al has legitimate educational uses—particularly as a research
tool—it is important for both students and parents to understand the serious boundaries that exist around its use in project work and coursework.

The State Examinations Commission (SEC) has made it very clear that the use of Al to generate or write any part of a student's project or coursework is
strictly prohibited. This applies to subjects such as History, Geography, Agricultural Science, Engineering, Construction Studies, Computer Science and
others where written submissions form part of the final assessment. All project work must be entirely the student's own and |, as Principal, am required
to confirm this before any project can be submitted for State examination.

The use of Al to produce written content for a project is considered a breach of assessment regulations and may result in a student receiving zero marks
far the project element—or, in some cases, the entire subject.

Students may, however, use Al tools appropriately as part of their research process. For example, using Al to explain a question, help identify sources or
simplify complex content is acceptable, provided that this is clearly acknowledged in their bibliography or reference list. But the line is firmly drawn
when it comes to generating paragraphs, summaries or any written content that is then submitted as their own work.

To support the integrity of coursework, teachers in Tarbert Comprehensive School are now closely monitoring for signs of Al misuse. Students are
expected to produce drafts, engage with teacher feedback and be able to explain their work process in their own words. A sudden and unexplained
improvement in quality, a lack of development over time or work that does not reflect a student’s usual writing style will all raise concerns.

We want to emphasise that we are not seeking perfection - we are looking for honest, original student effort. The use of Al as a shortcut undermines the
learning process and risks a student’s entire grade. If your child is unsure about how to use Al appropriately or if they are struggling with an aspect of
their coursework, we encourage them to speak to their subject teacher or reach out for support. We are here to help.

Ultimately, the message is simple: use Al to help learn, not to complete the work.
The risks of crossing that line are too great - and the value of their own work is far more important.
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Well done to our U-17 footballers who were crowned Kerry Post-Primary Schools ‘B’ champions following a brilliant win over St. Patrick’s Castleisland
in the Joe 0’Connor Cup final. Played in perfect conditions in Ballyduff, the game was a superb display of skill, teamwork and determination from both
sides. Tarbert CS worked hard from the first whistle and built a strong lead going into the break, thanks to excellent team play, quick passing and
well-taken scores. The final scoreline of 4-15 to 1-16 reflected the team’s energy, discipline and composure across the full hour of football.

This was a full panel performance, with every player playing their part both on and off the field. Even when reduced in numbers late in the game, the
team showed great character to close out the match. The spirit and commitment shown throughout the campaign is a credit to the players and
management team alike. We are proud of how they represented the School and we congratulate them on a well-deserved county title. Maith sibh go L&ir!

Pictured above: The victorious Tarbert Comprehensive Team who defeated St. Patrick’s of Castleisland in the Joe 0’Connor Cup Final.
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