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1. Glossary of terms 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

Digital tools and software that can generate or rewrite text, images, diagrams, code or other content automatically. 

AI-generated content 

Any material created, rewritten, translated or significantly improved by an AI tool, including text, images, diagrams, 

video, audio, animations, data tables or computer code. 

Digital tool 

Any online or electronic application, platform or software used to support learning such as word processors, 

translation tools, note-taking apps or study platforms. 

Plagiarism 

Presenting someone else’s work, ideas or writing as one’s own. This includes copying from AI tools, online sources, 
previous years’ projects or work completed by another person. Plagiarism breaches SEC and School rules on 
authenticity. 

State Examinations Commission (SEC) 

The national body responsible for developing, administering and certifying the Junior Cycle, Leaving Certificate and 

Leaving Certificate Applied examinations. The SEC sets the rules for coursework, authentication and assessment. 

Authentication 

The process required by the SEC where the class teacher and the Principal confirm that coursework is entirely the 

student’s own original work. Work that cannot be authenticated cannot be submitted. 

Coursework 

Any project, practical work, written task, portfolio or other assessment component that forms part of a subject’s 
grade and is submitted to the SEC. 

Additional Assessment Component (AAC) 

The practical or project element completed in certain Leaving Certificate subjects which contributes to the overall 

grade. 

Classroom Based Assessment (CBA) 

A Junior Cycle assessment completed in school which allows students to demonstrate skills, understanding and 

knowledge in a subject. 

Leaving Certificate Applied (LCA) tasks 

Practical and written assignments completed by LCA students and assessed by the SEC. 

Reasonable Accommodations in the Certificate Examinations (RACE) 

Supports approved by the SEC to assist students with additional educational needs during State examinations. These 

may include assistive technology, a scribe, a reader or other supports. 

Assistive technology 

Learning tools such as text-to-speech software, organisational tools or spelling supports used by students approved 

for reasonable accommodations. Assistive technology must support understanding and may not produce assessed 

content. 

Digital artefact 

Any digital piece of work created or submitted by a student such as an image, diagram, code file, animation, audio 

clip or video. 
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2. Introduction 

Tarbert Comprehensive School supports the responsible, fair and ethical use of technology in all aspects of learning. 

Digital tools and artificial intelligence (AI) can assist students in understanding topics, organising work and 

developing research skills. However, all work submitted for class, homework, Transition Year projects, Classroom 

Based Assessments (CBAs), Leaving Certificate Applied (LCA) tasks or State Examinations Commission (SEC) 

coursework must always be the student’s own original work.  

The same standard of honesty applies to all student work and no submitted work at any level may include AI-

generated content. 

This policy sets out clearly what is permitted, what is not permitted and why fairness and honesty are essential for 

every student. This policy has been developed with reference to the Department of Education’s Guidance on 

Artificial Intelligence in Schools (October 2025), the School’s Assistive Technology Policy and all relevant regulations 

of the SEC. It reflects national expectations regarding academic integrity, fairness and the responsible use of 

technology in learning and assessment. 

The School has a responsibility to ensure that all students are treated fairly and assessed on their own ability. The 

use of AI to gain an advantage over others undermines this principle and will not be permitted. 

3. Who does this policy apply to? 

This policy applies to all students in Tarbert Comprehensive School including: 

• Junior Cycle students 

• Transition Year students 

• Leaving Certificate Applied students 

• Leaving Certificate students 

It covers all classwork, homework, journals, TY tasks, CBAs, Additional Assessment Component (AAC), LCA tasks and 

all coursework for the State Examinations Commission. 

4. Why academic integrity matters 

The same standard of honesty applies to all student work. Whether for ordinary classwork or for State Examinations 

Commission coursework. All submitted work must be the student’s own and must not contain any AI-generated 

content. Where AI tools are permitted for research support, students must reference any such use in line with their 

teacher’s instructions. 
Fairness is at the centre of all State examinations. Coursework is designed to demonstrate a student’s own learning, 
thinking, skills and understanding. Using AI or copying from another person, a previous project or an online source 

gives an unfair advantage, undermines the integrity of the qualification and breaches SEC regulations. Misuse of AI in 

coursework for SEC-assessed components may result in loss of marks or disqualification in accordance with State 

Examinations Commission rules. 

Every student has the right to be assessed fairly and honestly. The School must protect the integrity of all 

assessments. 

 

5. Authentication requirement 

Under SEC rules, all Coursework must be authenticated by the class teacher and the Principal before it can be 

submitted. Both the teacher and the Principal must be fully satisfied that the work is genuinely the student’s own 
original work, completed under the required conditions. If either the teacher and/or the Principal has any doubt 

about the authenticity of the work, they are required to refuse authentication. Coursework that is not authenticated 

cannot be submitted to the SEC and the student may lose the marks allocated for that component or in more serious 

cases, all marks for the subject. The SEC determines the sanction in relation to the State Examinations. 

 

6. Where AI is permitted and not permitted 

AI tools may support understanding but must not be used to create or improve any part of assessed work. 

 

 

6.1 Permitted use of AI 
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Students may use AI tools to support learning in the following ways: 

• to explain difficult content in simpler language 

• to help understand or revise topics 

• to generate study questions or quizzes 

• to organise notes or prepare study plans 

• to check spelling or grammar on text the student has written 

• to carry out early brainstorming of ideas 

• to translate short sections of text for understanding only 

• to research information provided the student checks accuracy 

• to support recognised learning needs where assistive technology is approved 

Where AI tools are used to support understanding or research, students must acknowledge this in a short reference 

or bibliography when submitting work. 

6.2 Not permitted use of AI 

Students must not use AI to create, rewrite, translate or improve any part of work submitted for assessment in any 

subject. This policy applies to all AI-generated content, including text, images, diagrams, data tables, computer code, 

audio, video, animations and any other digital artefact. Any AI-generated material used in assessed work is 

prohibited. Prohibited uses include, but are not limited to: 

• generating or rewriting sentences, paragraphs or full sections of assignments 

• enhancing or polishing coursework to make it sound more advanced 

• copying and pasting AI-generated text or content from online sources 

• copying or re-using work from previous years 

• translating large sections of written work in language subjects for submission 

• generating computer code, drawings, designs, images or digital artefacts for practical subjects 

• creating written reflections, reports, commentary or evaluation pieces 

• producing maps or fieldwork elements for Junior Cycle or Leaving Certificate Geography 

• generating LCA key assignments or task content 

• producing any part of a Transition Year project or assignment 

• presenting work the student cannot explain or reproduce in class 

• using AI to conceal copied work or disguise another person’s contribution 

• presenting a completed project without drafts, progress stages or evidence of teacher engagement 

In language subjects, students may use translation tools to understand vocabulary or short phrases, but must not 

use them to produce written work for submission. All assessed writing must reflect the student’s own ability in the 
target language. 

6.3 Work completed by others 

Students must not submit work that has been written, edited, translated or significantly contributed to by parents, 

siblings, tutors or any other person. All work must be the student’s own. Any such assistance breaches SEC 
authentication rules and will mean the coursework cannot be submitted. This includes situations where another 

person rewrites, edits or substantially reshapes the student’s work. Even if the ideas belong to the student, any 
rewriting or restructuring by someone else is not permitted. 

In group projects, each student must complete their assigned portion of the work personally. No student may use AI 

to produce work for a group or allow another student to submit AI-generated work on behalf of the group. Each 

student is accountable for the authenticity of their own contribution. 

6.4 Important note regarding SEC marking 

In Leaving Certificate subjects the SEC awards no marks for any part of a project or coursework that contains 

generated or manipulated AI content. This applies to text, images, diagrams, code, audio or digital artefacts. The SEC 
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may remove the marks for the affected component or in more serious cases, may remove all marks for the entire 

subject. The decision rests solely with the SEC. 

Any acceptable use of AI for understanding or research must be referenced clearly. AI-generated content cannot be 

authenticated by the School and will not be submitted to the SEC. 

7. Use of assistive technology 

Assistive technology approved for learning support (for example text-to-speech software, organisational tools or 

spellcheck applications) remains permitted where the student has been granted reasonable accommodations. These 

tools must support understanding rather than produce content. 

 

Use of assistive technology must be consistent with: 

• the School’s Assistive Technology Policy 

• the School’s Additional Educational Needs (AEN) policy 

• RACE (Reasonable Accommodation in the Certificate Examinations) arrangements 

• teacher instructions 

• SEC rules 

Students using assistive technology must still produce their own original work. 

8. Teacher oversight and coursework supervision 

8.1 Monitoring authenticity 

Teachers will monitor authenticity throughout the process. This may include: 

• reviewing drafts, plans, notes and sketches 

• checking progress at different stages 

• comparing coursework with classwork 

• asking students to explain or recreate elements of their work 

• identifying sudden or unexplained changes in standard or style 

Where concerns arise, the School will investigate and may refuse authentication. 

8.2 Drafts and evidence of work 

Students must keep all drafts, notes, research records, sketches, code iterations, field notes and other evidence of 

the process used to complete coursework or project work. Teachers may request to see these materials at any stage. 

Failure to provide evidence of a clear work process may result in concerns about authenticity and may affect 

whether the work can be authenticated for submission. 

8.3 Work completed under supervision conditions 

Where specific coursework or project components are required by the SEC to be completed under supervised 

classroom conditions, students must follow those instructions. Any work completed entirely outside supervision and 

which cannot be authenticated cannot be submitted to the SEC. 

 

8.4 Work completed at home 

In subjects where some research, drafting or written work may be completed at home, this is only permitted where 

the teacher can monitor progress, review drafts and be satisfied that the work remains the student’s own.  
 

9. Examples of concerning situations 

A teacher or examiner may become concerned if: 

• the standard or style of work changes dramatically 

• the student cannot explain how the work was completed 

• progress drafts or early work are missing 

• the tone or structure does not match the student’s usual writing 
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• the work resembles online material or previous years’ projects 

• large sections have been translated for submission in language subjects 

These concerns may lead to refusal of authentication. 

10. Student responsibilities 

Students must: 

• produce their own original work 

• keep drafts and evidence of progress 

• follow teacher instructions at all stages 

• reference AI use where appropriate 

• use technology responsibly and honestly 

• seek help if unsure 

• avoid any shortcuts that undermine learning 

Students must not enter personal information, images, videos or identifiable details about themselves or others into 

AI tools as these platforms store user data and may not meet GDPR requirements. 

If students are unsure whether something is permitted, they must check with their teacher before proceeding. 

Students who seek guidance in good faith will not be penalised for asking. 

Students are responsible for understanding this policy and ensuring that all work they submit complies fully with its 

requirements. Not knowing that something was not allowed will not be accepted as a defence. 

11. Parent and guardian responsibilities 

Parents and guardians are encouraged to: 

• support their child in completing their own work 

• understand the risks of misusing AI 
• remind their child that shortcuts may lead to loss of marks or refusal of coursework 

• contact Year Heads or teachers if they have concerns 

12. Breach of this policy 

A breach may result in: 

• loss of access to certain digital tools  

• need to redo work under supervision  

• disciplinary action under the School’s Code of Behaviour  
• refusal to authenticate coursework 

• loss of marks under SEC regulations 

• reporting to the SEC where required 

13. Review of policy 

This policy will be reviewed by the Principal and the Board of Management if updated guidance is issued by the 

Department of Education or the State Examinations Commission or where updates are otherwise required. 


