PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

It is hard to believe that we are now well into the second half of the
term. The first half of the year passed quickly and it has been a
pleasure to see students fully settled, engaged and contributing so
positively to school life. The corridors have been full of activity and the
strong start made in September has carried through into the weeks
since mid-term.

We continue to be delighted with our 83 new 1st Years who joined
Tarbert Comprehensive School in late August. They have adapted
exceptionally well to post-primary life and are bringing great energy to
their classes and extracurricular activities. | would also like to extend a
continued warm welcome to our new parents and guardians who have
joined the Tarbert Comprehensive School community this year.

This point in the year offers a valuable moment for students to reflect
on their progress, build on the routines established earlier in the term
and maintain the positive momentum that has been evident across all
year groups. | am encouraged by the atmosphere around the School,
the dedication of our staff and the ongoing support of parents and
guardians.

A number of important initiatives are currently under way, including the
implementation of the new Bi Cinealta anti-bullying procedures and a
renewed focus on the use of VSware as our main platform for
home—school communication. Both developments reflect our commit-
ment to ensuring the School remains a safe, inclusive and
well-connected place for every student.

I'intend to send a newsletter like this twice a year. It is designed to
keep you informed about developments in our School. A more frequent
and up-to-date overview of school life can be found on our website at
www.tarbertcomprehensive.ie. Parents and guardians are encouraged
to check the site regularly. The School is also active across a number
of social media platforms, where you can follow daily life in the Comp.

| look forward to the remainder of the year with optimism and
enthusiasm, and | wish all of our students continued success in their
learning and their wider school experiences.

- Richard Prendiville, Principal

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT

The members of the school Board of Management are:

Mrs Mary McGillicuddy (Chairperson]
Mrs Ann Flavin

Ms Maria 0’6orman

Mr Stephen Goulding

Mrs Niamh Wall

Professor Michael Walsh

Sr. Frances Day

Mr Kevin 0’Keeffe

Ms Elaine Fitzgerald

Mr Richard Prendiville (Secretary)

Should you wish to communicate with the Board of Management you
may do so by writing to the Secretary of the Board at the school
address, or contacting either of the parent’s nominees, again using the
school address. All correspondence addressed to members of the
Board is treated as private and confidential and is not opened in the
school.

The current Board of Management is now approaching the end of its
five-year term of office, which concludes on 12 April 2026. In the
coming weeks and months, parents will be invited to nominate
representatives for the next Board — one male parent nominee and one
female parent nominee. Further information on the nomination and
election process will issue to parents nearer the time.

ADDITIONAL STUDENT SERDVICES CHARGE

Tarbert Comprehensive School does not seek a voluntary contribution as
the Department of Education funds our day-to-day running costs such as
heating, lighting and maintenance. However, schools are permitted to
collect a charge to cover student-related services that the Department
does not fund.

This annual charge helps to meet the cost of items such as student
accident insurance, bus hire for trips and matches, photocopying, referee
& entrance fees, guest speakers and other educational activities such as
reflection days that enrich student life. Collecting the charge at the start
of the year avoids the need for students to bring money to school
throughout the term.

For 2025/26, the charge remains €80 per student, €130 for two siblings
and €180 for three or more. Payment details have been circulated to
households and are displayed on your child’s VSware account. As always,
we would never wish a student to miss out on any activity for financial
reasons. If any difficulty arises, please contact me or Ms Moloney in
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YEAR HEADS/CO-ORDINATORS

If you have any concerns about your child’s progress or wellbeing, please contact their Year Head in the first instance. While there will always
be occasional settling issues or personal challenges, keeping the School informed ensures that we can provide support quickly and
appropriately.

The Year Heads and Coordinators for the 2025/26 school year are:

1st Years - Ms Elaine Fitzgerald

2nd Years - Ms Katie Mullane

3rd Years - Ms Rachael 0’Donoghue

Transition Year Coordinator - Ms Una Thornton

Leaving Certificate 1and Leaving Certificate Applied 1- Mr Cormac Leane
Leaving Certificate 2 and Leaving Certificate Applied 2 - Ms Siobhan Fitzgerald
LCVP Coordinator - Ms Linda Flynn

You may contact any of the above through the School Office. All teachers have formal teaching timetables, so while they may not be
immediately available, they will return your call as soon as possible. The Guidance Counsellor, Deputy Principal and Principal may also be
contacted if required. If you wish to meet a staff member in person, please arrange an appointment through the office in advance, as unan-
nounced visits cannot be accommodated.

MOBILE PHONES AND DIGITAL DEDICES
As many of you will be aware, the Department of Education issued national guidance in June directing post-primary schools to restrict the use of
personal mobile phones during the school day.

At Tarbert Comprehensive School, we used this as an opportunity to review and update our current policy in a way that reflects the needs of our School
community. Over the past number of weeks, students have completed a short survey, parents were invited to contribute through a focus group at the
Parents Association AGM, and staff have also been surveyed to ensure that practical considerations in classrooms are fully taken into account.

Work is now underway to incorporate the feedback received, and the revised Mobile Phones and Digital Devices Policy will be presented to the Board
of Management at its next meeting. Once finalised, the updated policy will be published on the School website.

In the meantime, the existing policy remains fully in effect. Students must turn off their phones completely upon entering the school grounds and
keep them off until leaving the premises. Phones may only be switched on when a teacher specifically allows their use for class activities and must
be tuned off again immediately afterwards. Students should never contact parents directly during the school day; if a student is unwell or needs to
relay an important message, this must go through the main office.

This approach helps maintain a focused learning environment and ensures that communication between home and school happens safely and
appropriately.
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STUDENT EARLY DEPARTURES

Parents and guardians are reminded that if a student needs to leave school
early, they must be collected in person from the main office and signed out
before departure. This procedure applies to all students, including those
living locally in Tarbert village and is an important part of our Child
Safeguarding measures.If a student arrives late, is absent or has an
appointment during the school day, a note must be submitted through
VSware. Students who drive to school must also provide a note via VSware
if they need to arrive late/leave early.

These procedures ensure that we always know when a student is on or off
the premises, helping us to maintain a safe and accountable school
environment for everyone.

PARENTS ASSOCIATION AGM

All parents and guardians of students attending Tarbert Comprehensive
School are automatically members of the Parents Association. The
Association plays a vital role in linking parents and the School, acting as a
sounding board for feedback, a focus group for policy development and a
voice for the wider parent community.

This year's Parents Association AGM took place on 14 October. We are
pleased to confirm the officers for the coming year:

« Nicola Thompson - Chairperson

« Lisa Henderson - Treasurer

« Rose Halton - Secretary

Even if you were unable to attend the AGM, all parents and guardians are
very welcome at the Association’s upcoming meetings. It provides an
excellent opportunity to meet other parents, gain a greater understanding
of how the School operates and contribute ideas that help shape future
developments.

At this year’s AGM, a discussion was held to gather feedback on our Mobile
Phones and Digital Devices Policy, particularly in light of the new
Department of Education circular on restricting mobile phone use in
post-primary schools. The views shared on the night will support us in
ensuring that any updates to the policy reflect the needs and preferences
of our School community. Your participation makes a genuine difference
and we look forward to seeing as many parents as possible at future
meetings.

ATMENDANCE

Good attendance and punctuality remain among the strongest predictors of
success in school. The students who attend most regularly are also the
ones who do best — academically, socially and emotionally. Regular
attendance builds routine, strengthens friendships and helps students feel
part of the School community.

When students are present every day, they make steady progress,
experience a stronger sense of achievement and are less likely to feel
anxious or overwhelmed by missed work. In contrast, frequent absences,
even short ones, can lead to gaps in understanding, lower confidence and
increased stress.

We ask all parents to continue supporting good attendance by ensuring
students arrive on time and attend school consistently. If any difficulties
arise that might affect your child’s attendance, please let us know. Early
communication allows us to offer support and find solutions before
problems grow.
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SCHOOL CALENDAR &

PARENT TEACHER MEETINGS

The full School Calendar for 2025—26 is available to view and
download from our website. It includes all term dates, holidays and
other important events for parents to note. | encourage parents to
keep a copy handy or save a screenshot to help with planning
appointments and family commitments during the year.

The following are key dates and meetings for the year ahead.
Please note that all Parent—Teacher Meetings run from 4.15p.m. to
b.45p.m. and parents are asked to arrive no later than 5.45p.m. to
ensure sufficient time to meet each teacher.

To help meetings run fairly, a red clock logo may be placed on a
teacher’s desk. Where the red clock is displayed, meetings must be
kept brief so that all parents can be seen within the allotted time.
If you need more time, please arrange a follow-up call or
appointment through the office.

PARENT - TEACHER MEETINGS

e LC2 / LCAZ - Monday, 13 October 2025
e 3rd Year — Thursday, 13 November 2025
e LC1/ LCA1 - Tuesday, 2 December 2025
« 2nd Year — Tuesday, 9 December 2025

« 1st Year — Thursday, 8 January 2026

o TY / LCA - Thursday, 22 January 2026

Students in LC2, LCAZ, LC1, LCAT and TY are required to attend these
meetings alongside their parents. This ensures that students hear
feedback directly and take ownership of their progress.

CHIIR SAFEGUARDING STATEMENT

Parents are directed to the School website in order to view the School
Child Safeguarding Statement. All students, staff and students of the
School should be aware that Mr Richard Prendiville is the Designated
Liaison Person (DLP] for all child protection concerns in the School.
Ms Leila Moloney is the Deputy Designated Liaison Person [DDLP]. The
full Statement and Assessment is available on the School website.
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IN-HOUSE EXAMS - IMPORTANT NOTE
All students sit in-house examinations at various points during the school year. These exams are an important part of ongoing assessment and
help students, parents and teachers to track progress.

Students should take each set of exams seriously, as the results inform future teaching, study planning and parent—teacher discussions.
Reports are available through VSware and parents are encouraged to review them carefully and discuss feedback with their child.

If a student is absent during an exam, parents should notify the School in advance where possible. Make-up exams are only arranged in
exceptional circumstances.

Parents are also reminded that days of in-house exams are normal school days and full attendance is necessary. Students
must be present for the full days during the exams and late arrivals or early departures are not allowed. Student who
disregards this instruction may have to sit certain exams at home.

Students who miss an exam or exams due to family holidays, sporting or cultural commitments such as concerts, weddings, etc. cannot be
accommodated in this manner.

EXAM WINDOWS

o November Exams: 17-28 November 2025
o February Pre-Exams: 3-13 February 2026
o Summer Exams: 26-29 May 2026

Parents of 6th Year and LCAZ students should note that the first week of the Easter holidays has, in recent years, been the period during which the
State Examinations Commission conducts the Leaving Certificate oral language examinations. The Music practical examinations also take place in the
School during this week. These examinations may occasionally extend into the first weekend, Saturday and Sunday. Further details will be issued
closer to the time when exact schedules are confirmed.

STUDENT INSURANCE
Parents should be aware that we pay accident insurance for all our students. We pay this from the Student Services Charge that we receive each year
from parents. This means that students have 24-hour insurance covering 365 days a year. This means that in the event of even a minor accident at
school or at home, even during holiday times, that incurs any medical expense, then the money can be claimed through the Insurance Policy. Claim
forms are available from the School Office.
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USWARE - COMMUNICATION WITH PARENTS

VSware is the School’s administrative and communication platform. On the school side, it is used by staff to securely store and manage student
information such as attendance, behaviour, assessment results, health details and other records that help us monitor progress and support student
wellbeing.

For parents, VSware provides an easy way to stay informed and engaged with their child’s education. Through the VSware app or website, parents
can view attendance, behaviour, timetables, exam results and other updates. The platform also allows parents to message teachers and it enables
the School to send important notices and reminders quickly — for example, about upcoming events, changes to schedules or school closures.

In the past, the School has relied heavily on a text messaging service for these updates. However, this has become exceptionally costly, particularly
when the VSware system offers the same functionality at no additional expense. For this reason, the School will now rely increasingly on VSware for
communication and will phase out most text messaging over time.

To ensure this system works effectively, all parents are asked to download the VSware app to their preferred device and enable push notifications. If
any parent has difficulty accessing their account or has misplaced their username or password, please contact the main office and a reset will be
arranged.

AFTER SCHOOL STUDY 2025-26

For different reasons many students find it difficult to study. Often there can be too many distractions. The internet, snapchat, text messages, noise
and Instagram cause havoc to students, even those with the best of intentions. For some, the problem is a lack of self-discipline in order to get into
a regular study pattern. It is very frustrating knowing that valuable time is being wasted. Students have found the after-school study program to be
very beneficial. They have the satisfaction of having most, if not all, of their learning done by early evening.

Our after-school study programme is already up and running. This takes place four days a week, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday. It runs
from 4.15 pm to 6.15 pm except Wednesday, when it goes from 1.35 to 3.35. There is a ten-minute break in the middle of each session.

As a student, if you find yourself answering yes to any of the following questions then it is worth considering signing up;
@ 1. Are there distractions in my home that prevent me from studying effectively? ®
2.Do | spend too much time on my phone when I'm supposed to be studying?

3.Am | lazy about starting homework and find myself up late at night finishing it off?

The cost is €10 for four days or €2.50 per day. From now till Christmas there is no charge for leaving cert students.
Please contact the office or Mr Trench at m.trench(@tarbertcs.ie for full details including family deals and single-hour study periods.

[ §
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LEADING CERTIFICATE RESULTS 2025

On 22nd August, the LC and LCA students of the Class of 2025 received their results, followed by CAQ offers the following Wednesday. A detailed
analysis again shows that Tarbert Comprehensive School’s results are well above the national averages in the points race. This year, 86% of students
achieved 300 points or more, significantly higher than national figures.

In LC Applied, students also performed exceptionally well, with 81% achieving a Distinction compared with 50% nationally. It was also heartening to
witness five LCA students who successfully undertook and passed LC Ordinary Level Mathematics — a notable and commendable accomplishment.

While high points and top grades are certainly to be celebrated, what gives the greatest pride is that students of all abilities reached or exceeded
their potential. The 2025 results once again affirm the comprehensive, mixed-ability ethos that defines Tarbert Comprehensive School and the
dedication of teachers who guide, challenge and support their students each year.

Our highest-achieving student this year was Sean Kelliher from Listowel who achieved the top grade in five of his subjects, including higher level
Maths. We extend our warmest congratulations to the Class of 2025 and to their parents on these outstanding results and we wish all our graduates
every success in their further studies, apprenticeships and careers.
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JUNIOR CYCLE

Junior students now study the JCSA [Junior Cycle Student Award). At the end of their exams students will get a certificate called the JCPA — Junior
Cycle Profile of Achievement. With the Junior Cycle come new forms of assessment. Our 2nd year students will undertake their first CBAs (Classroom
Based Assessments). The emphasis here is on continuous assessment. The assessment will take many forms, depending on the individual subjects,
ranging from written work to oral or visual presentations/projects. The aim of the CBAs is to give the students an opportunity to showcase and get
credit for skills developed in subjects outside of the traditional exam. The grading for the CBA’s will be the following:

- Exceptional

- Above Expectations

- In Line with Expectations
- Yet to Meet Expectations

The assessment of these will appear in the term reports (when complete] along with exam grades. In some cases students may not have a term exam
in a subject if their CBA runs close to the exam window, e.g. February exams. They will also however appear on your child’s JCPA which will be
presented to the year group in the academic year following their Junior Cycle exams.

When in 3rd Year these students will also undertake a second CBA in each of these subjects. The following dates and Junior Cycle/CBA information
for parents are all available on the school website, found under the Junior Cycle section. As announced by the Department in May 2025, 3rd Years are
not required this year to complete CBA 2 in all subjects.
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2nd Year CBA1
Subject Window for completion (in Tarbert Comprehensive)
Business/English/Engineering December 1st - December 19th
Geography/Science January 5th - January 23rd
Visual Art January 12th - May 5th
Home Economics January 12th - March 16th
History/Graphics February 23rd - March 16th
Gaeilge March 2nd - March 20th
Mathematics/ Wood Technology April 13th - May 1st
French April 28th - May 16th
CSPE/SPHE/PE Sometime during the year.

All students in the JCPA also have other areas of learning. So the more your child is involved in School related activities the better — such as being
involved on the School football team, choir, young scientist, student council etc. Students from st year will keep a log of what they do — by 3rd year
this is verified and recorded by the School and acknowledged on the official results.

ALl JCPA students must also study the area of Wellbeing — this is a combination of SPHE, CSPE, PE and other aspects of care that the School offers.
In 2nd Year for example, Tarbert Comprehensive computer classes will also contribute to wellbeing as students will examine the notion of digital well-
being — so that students are aware of appropriate online behaviour, dangers online etc.

Finally, students will have the normal sit-down exams in June of 3rd year. However, the final grades have also been changed. A, B and C grades are

being phased out. From now on students will have the following descriptors:

Percentage range Grade

85 or over Distinction

70 but less than 85 Higher Merit

55 but less than 70 Merit

40 but less than 55 Achieved

20 but less than 40 Partially Achieved

Less than 20 Not Graded

GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT
A FRESH START - MAKING THE MOST OF THE YEAR AHEAD AT TARBERT COMPREHENSIVE

As we begin another exciting school year here at Tarbert Comprehensive School, it’s a great time to pause, take a deep breath, and look ahead to
what’s to come. For our 6th Year students especially, this year marks the final stretch of your journey through secondary school — a year that will
challenge you, shape you, and prepare you for the bright future that awaits beyond the school gates.
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I. STAY FOCUSED, BUT STAY BAISNCED

The Leaving Certificate year can sometimes feel like a marathon, but remember — it’s not about sprinting to the end; it's about steady, consistent
effort. Set clear goals, create a routine that works for you, and make sure to balance your studies with rest, sport, and time with friends. A clear mind
and a healthy lifestyle are your best allies in the months ahead.

2. BUIR GOOD STUDY HABITS EARLY

Don’t wait until the mock exams to get organised. Start now. Small, regular study sessions will always beat late-night cramming. Experiment with
different learning techniques — mind maps, flash cards, summaries, or explaining topics out loud — to find what suits you best. Make use of
supervised study at school and lean on the support of your teachers, who are here to guide you every step of the way.

3. NADIGATING THE CAO JOURNEY

For many Sixth Years, the CAO can feel like a daunting process. Take your time with it. Research your options, attend open days, and make
appointments to meet with me. Choose courses that excite you — ones that align with your interests, aptitudes, and ambitions. The best path forward
is the one that feels right for you.

4. LEAN ON YOUR TARBERT COMP COMMUNITY

No one gets through the Leaving Cert alone — and you don’t have to. Whether it’s a teacher who explains a tricky topic, a friend who helps you revise,
or a family member who keeps you going with encouragement and tea, remember that you are surrounded by people who believe in you. Tarbert
Comprehensive has a proud tradition of supporting its students — take strength from that.

5. BELEDE IN YOURSELF

There will be moments of stress, doubt, and maybe even frustration — and that’s okay. Every student who has sat the Leaving Cert before you has
felt the same. But year after year, Tarbert students rise to the challenge and do themselves proud. You will too. Trust your preparation, stay positive,
and remind yourself of how far you've already come.

This year isn't just about exams — it’s about growing into the persan you're becoming, discovering your strengths, and preparing for the next exciting
chapter in life. So take it one day at a time, stay focused, and remember that every bit of effort counts.

The entire Tarbert Comprehensive School community wishes all our students a year full of learning, resilience, and success.
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