
0 
 

 

 

Student Driver Policy 

Of 

 

Tarbert Comprehensive School 

 

 

Ratified by the BOM on: 06/03/2009 

Updated by the BOM on: 26/05/2026 

 

 

 



1 
 
Introduction 
The purpose of this policy is to set out the School’s expectations in relation to students who travel to and 
from school by vehicle. For the purposes of this policy, the term “vehicle” includes cars, tractors, electric 
scooters (e-scooters), e-bikes and any other mechanically propelled or powered means of transport used 
by students to travel to and from school. 
 
The School does not encourage students to drive to school where alternative arrangements are available. 
Equally, it is not the role of the School to regulate driving behaviour on public roads. However, the School 
has a responsibility to ensure that student behaviour, including behaviour associated with driving, does not 
impact negatively on the safety, wellbeing and orderly running of the School.  
 
Where concerns arise in relation to a student’s behaviour involving a vehicle at or near the School, this will 
be addressed under the School’s Code of Behaviour. 
All students who travel to school by vehicle are subject to the expectations set out in this policy. 
 
General Principles 
Students who choose to drive to and from school must do so in a manner that reflects the standards 
expected of them as members of the School community. This includes showing consideration for other 
students, staff and members of the public, particularly in the immediate vicinity of the School.  
The School does not accept responsibility for: 

 students travelling to and from school  
 vehicles used by students  
 any loss or damage associated with vehicles  

 
Eligibility 
Students who drive to and from school must: 

 be of legal driving age  
 hold an appropriate and valid driving licence or learner permit  
 ensure that the vehicle is taxed, insured and roadworthy  

The School does not verify this documentation. Responsibility for compliance rests fully with the student 
and their parent/guardian.  
Students using e-scooters or e-bikes must comply fully with current road traffic legislation and age 
restrictions governing their use. 
 
Learner Drivers 
Students who hold a learner permit must comply fully with all conditions attached to that permit at all times. 
Where a student is not in a position to comply with the conditions of their learner permit, they should not be 
driving to school. 
 
Parental Awareness 
Students may only drive to and from school with the knowledge and consent of their parent/guardian. The 
School may contact parents/guardians where concerns arise in relation to a student’s behaviour involving a 
vehicle. 
 
Parking and Access 
There is no student parking available on Tarbert Comprehensive School grounds. Students who drive to 
and from school must park in a safe and lawful manner in the public areas in front of and adjacent to the 
School. 
 
Students must also park with due consideration for neighbouring properties, ensuring that access to private 
driveways is not obstructed. The main front gate of the School must be kept clear at all times and must not 
be used as a turning point for vehicles, in accordance with the School’s health and safety procedures.  
Under no circumstances may students park in either of the staff car parks. 
Students should proceed directly into the School on arrival and should not congregate in or around vehicles 
before, during or after the school day. 
 
Behaviour in the Vicinity of the School 
The following are strictly prohibited: 
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 unsafe or inconsiderate driving in the vicinity of the School  
 behaviour which may place other students, staff or members of the public at risk  
 use of a vehicle as a social space before, during or after the school day  
 transporting other students during the school day 

 
Use of Vehicles During the School Day 
Students must not access, return to or use their vehicle during the school day without permission. 
All students, including student drivers, must follow the School’s procedures in relation to attendance, 
movement during the day and leaving the school grounds. 
 
Vehicle Keys 
All students who travel to and from school by vehicle are required to hand their vehicle keys into the Deputy 
Principal’s office on arrival each morning. Keys will be returned to students at the end of the school day. 
Students must not retain keys during the school day. Failure to hand in keys or attempting to access a 
vehicle without permission, will be treated as a breach of this policy and may result in disciplinary action.  
In exceptional circumstances, access to keys during the school day must be approved by school 
management. 
 
This arrangement is in place to support the School’s responsibility for the health, safety and welfare of 
students during the school day, during which the School acts in loco parentis. 
 
Leaving School During the School Day 
Student drivers must not leave the School during the day unless prior permission has been received from a 
parent/guardian and school management. This permission must be communicated directly to the School in 
advance by phone, email or via VSware notification. 
The responsibility for making this contact rests fully with the parent/guardian on each occasion. Students 
who present to the office without prior parental communication will not be permitted to leave. The 
responsibility for ensuring that this communication is made in advance rests with the parent/guardian and is 
not a matter for the School to initiate. 
 
Transporting Other Students 
The School does not organise or supervise private transport arrangements between students. Any such 
arrangements are a matter for parents/guardians and are outside the remit of the School. 
 
Sanctions 
Failure to adhere to this policy may result in: 

 restriction on access to or use of a vehicle during the school day 
 disciplinary action in line with the School’s Code of Behaviour  

 
Review 
This policy will be reviewed periodically and at any time as deemed necessary by the Board of 
Management or school management to ensure it continues to reflect the needs of the School. 


